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PRESENT 

Chairman 

Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   
Matthew Greaves




Barry Probin

Martin Stewart


County and City Councillors:


Mr D Mills (Parish Clerk)

members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

Members are requested to note the apologies for the July meeting. 
Apologies have been received from Councillor John Green and Councillor Daniel Guise.
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th June 2024. 
Min 24/25 034 Members approved the minutes. The Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record. 
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
There were no declarations of interest.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Members of the public wishing to raise matters in accordance with Standing Order 2020 (3g & h), should raise them here. The length of the adjournment will be at the Chairman’s discretion. Matters requiring a Council decision must be included as a specific Agenda item.
Police Update

Three issues of concern in the Parish, were identified by the police, as follows:

· Vehicles broken into in Catforth.

· Anti-social behaviour in Catforth.

· Electric bikes being ridden around Woodplumpton.

The council raised a concern about the traffic lights on the roundabout between Edith Rigby Way and the East West Distributer, where a number of accidents and near misses have occurred.  The police agreed to raise this with LCC Highways.

Public Questions

1. Was the option to make Whittle Hill “one way” rather than closing it considered by LCC.
Yes this was one of the options considered, it was concluded that:

· It would not take away the need for traffic in at least one direction to use the White Cross Junction.

· The change to one way would have required lighting, a new surface and traffic calming.

· With no opposing traffic Whittle Hill could become a “race track”

The option of making Whittle Hill one way was therefore rejected.

2. Who made the decision to close Whittle Hill, was it LCC Highways or the Parish Council.

LCC highways were requested to develop a scheme to address the road safety issues in the village of Woodplumpton.  LCC Highways developed a scheme that most effectively addressed the competing concerns and conducted all of the necessary assessments before implementation.  This scheme was then implemented by LCC Highways, with funding provided by the Parish Council.

The Parish Council will respond to any correspondence that is provided on this topic.

3. MOTO Motorway Services.

We have so far seen a consultation from MOTO on the proposed new motorway services.  We sent in an objection, principally on the grounds that the proposed motorway services will be to the north of the M55 in an area which is considered “open countryside”, rather than to the south in an area scheduled for development.  The formal planning process for the motorway services has not yet commenced.
4. Flooding on Sandy Lane.
The flooding is being caused by a blockage in the pipeline running away from the road across the fields.  LCC Highways are working with the landowner to get the blockage cleared.  This is not proving easy, they are therefore moving to enforcement.  The clerk will obtain an update on progress.
5 NEWSHAM HALL / WOODPLUMPTON ROAD JUNCTION AND WHITTLE HILL
LCC Highways have collected and analysed data from the monitoring camera installed for 7-days in April and also considered the Red Rose report provided by the Parish. The Road Safety Team are due to complete their Stage 4 Audit shortly.  This information will inform the outcome of the LCC Highways review of the junction.
6 CONSULTATION ORCHARD PLAY AREA.
PCC have agreed to meet with the Parish Council to discuss proposals for The Orchard at the end of July.  This may involve a change to the originally proposed scheme.
Min 24/25 035 Members resolved to purchase 3 picnic tables for the Orchard at a cost of £1422.00 plus VAT (£1,706.40), plus the delivery charge.

The picnic tables would be placed, 2 inside the playground and 1 outside for families with dogs

A children’s 5 a side football team are looking for a field to use for games on Saturday mornings – the council agreed to respond positively, although it was recognised that currently parking could be an issue.  The use of the field opens up the potential for future grants. 

7 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
The following TROs will be advertised from the 12th July 2024 until 9th August 2024 – this will include site notices. 
· TRO (19383) folder – 'TRO Generic Site Notice' and 'Plan NWAAT' to be posted in the relevant areas

· Bus Stop (19384) –  'Bus Stop Clearway – Notice' to be posted in the relevant areas

· Traffic Calm (19385) – 'Road Humps – Site Notice' and the relevant plan from 'Merged Plans' to be posted in the relevant areas

A further Traffic Order relating to speed limit changes will be advertised as a later date due to overlap with another order which is yet to be sealed. 

8 LINEAR PARK
A positive response has been received from Chris Hayward in relation to the Linear Park.

Officers at PCC are liaising with planning consultants, Hive Land and Planning, to produce a document for the linear park, which will set out the boundary for the park and how it will be delivered. Funding has been agreed with the Cabinet Member to do this work.
The planning consultants will be made aware of our suggestion to use the Linear Park as a “venue” to locate Parish Council funded facilities. Chris Haywood felt that it would be useful to arrange a meeting between the consultants and the Parish Council to discuss everything linear park related.
Min 24/25 036 Members resolved to participate in the development of the Linear Park, with a sub-group of 3 members identified for this work, Councillor Pauline Bamber, Councillor Martin Stewart and the Clerk.
9 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 30 June 2024
Min 24/25 037 The Chairman confirmed the parish account statement has been verified with the End of June Bank statements and signed the Parish Account.
The End of May Balances were:

Current Account    £140,607.90
CCLA Account      £297,742.38
10 REVIEW OF 1st QUARTER ACCOUNTS 
Min 24/25 038 Members noted expenditure against the budget for the 1st Quarter April to June - attached. The Chairman signed the report.
Members noted the Quarterly Financial report for Q1 2024/5.  The key issues are:
1. A surplus in the general account funding, to be spent before year end.

2. Slow progress on the spending of CIL monies due to delays in the delivery of larger projects.

3. The potential to approach the annual limit for VAT reclaim of £7,500 (equates to a vatable spend of £37,500) 

11 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 30 June 2024
Min 24/25 039 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the June meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	May payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Lengthsman Invoice June 2024
	Lengthsman
	£1520.00
	Ref 48

	Lengthsman Expenses June 24
	Lengthsman
	£15.00
	Ref 49

	Woodplumpton Village Fete 
	Village Fete
	£2000.00
	Ref 50

	Bank Service Charge 
	Unity Trust (paid May 30th)
	£10.97
	Ref 51

	Community Garden Invoice June
	Lengthsman
	£300.00
	Ref 52

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


12 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

Min 24/25 040 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Clerk Salary June 2024
	£773.54
	BACs
	Ref 53

	HMRC PAYE 
	£557.33
	BACs
	Ref 54

	Employer National Insurance
	£83.72
	BACs
	Ref 55

	Pension contributions clerk June 2024
	£59.13
	DD
	Ref 56


13 WARDING ASSESSMENT

The Parish council felt that the warding assessment was a great piece of work that made it very apparent that we now have a Parish made up of a suburban part and a rural part.  The current warding arrangement does not provide adequate representation to the residents in the Parish.  

The Council did not believe that we were at a point where we should vote on a motion, as the options require some further development and consulting the public is an essential step in taking this forward.  The following steps to take this forward were agreed:-
1. Clerk - consult PCC electoral services to ensure that our consultation will meet their needs to trigger a Community Governance Review.

2. Whole Council - meet and prepare the options for consultation, may need to review the maps and boundaries, as with the Bartle Village Development the whole area to the south of the M55 will be developed over the next 10 years. Simple explanations of the options need to be developed to facilitate consultation.  This work is proposed to take place at a meeting over the Summer.
3. The council then needs to decide which options should be put to the public.

Once the public views are available through the consultation process we can go to Electoral Services, trigger the Community Governance Review, with a developed and supported proposal.

Updated proposals in relation to the Warding Review will be brought forward to the September meeting.
14 NEW ESTATES MAINTENANCE
No update at this meeting.
15 RIBBLESWOOD BRIDGE
Instructions have been given to PCC to proceed to tender with the replacement of the Ribbleswood Bridge.
Clerk’s Note: (information received after the meeting) - PCC have indicated that the bridge requires a flood risk consent, which will require the abutments to be deeper than originally envisaged (300mm below the depth of the river bed).  This will result in a delay to the tendering process of around 3 months and an increase in the estimated cost, but still well within the £25,000 budget approved by the Parish Council.  A question has been put to PCC as to whether the cost will have VAT added to it.

16 GRIT BINS

LCC have advised that the 2 new Grit Bins located on Roots Lane Catforth & outside the Mortuary on Hollowforth Lane will not be added to their schedule to be filled & replenished.  They have advised that we can pay £40 per filling (typically 3 – 4 times a year).
Min 24/25 041 Members resolved to pay for PCC to fill the bins on Roots Lane Catforth and Outside the Mortuary on Hollowforth Lane.

In terms of the costings, PCC will invoice at the end of the working season around late February time, and the costings would be based on the number of actual fillings and amount of salt used (smaller bin normally slightly smaller costs).
Once the work has been completed to identify other grit bin locations, these can be added to the list for replenishment, if they do not meet the criteria for PCC provision.
17 CANAL FOOTPATHS

Min 24/25 042 Members resolved that Paul Entwistle should contact the Canals and Rivers trust to understand whether we can support them in improving the canal towpaths and the associated costs.
18 WOODPLUMPTON FETE

Work is progressing to deliver the Fete.  Advertising will be arranged via the Website, local boards and Social Media.
19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
Min 24/25 043 Members approved the attached delegated comments for February. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
20 BINS AND PLANTERS AROUND THE PARISH
Update on Bins 
Total cost £7508.83 plus VAT (£9,010,60)
The Parish Councilors have selected the Black stickers and the formal request to order the bins has been submitted to PCC.
Update on Planters

Paul Entwistle has driven around all potential Planter locations which were presented to the Council as a listing and set of pictures.

Min 24/25 044 Members Resolved to contact LCC Highways to seek approval to place planters in the identified locations.
21 BENCHES

Councilors agreed to suggest locations for benches around the Parish and to forward suggestions to Paul Entwistle.
22 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
Members were informed of challenges turning out of an unnamed road to the East of Mayflower Drive on the East West Link Road.  The issue has been raised with LCC Highways.
23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 16th September 2024 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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